
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE 

TREATY ON THE PROHIBITION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS*

 

Q: What activities does the treaty prohibit?

A: The treaty prohibits nations from developing, testing, producing, manufacturing, transferring, possessing, 
stockpiling, using or threatening to use nuclear weapons. It also prohibits them from assisting, encouraging or 
inducing anyone to engage in any of those activities. In addition, nations must not allow nuclear weapons to be 
stationed or deployed on their territory.

 

Q: Is the treaty legally binding?

A: Yes. The treaty is legally binding on those nations that join it.

 

Q: How many nations must join before it enters into force?

A: Fifty nations must sign and ratify the treaty before it can enter into legal force. Signing is a relatively simple 
act performed by the executive branch of a government. Ratifying typically involves a legislative process. Once 
the treaty has entered force, further nations can join it at any stage.

 

Q: Can a nation that possesses nuclear weapons join the treaty?

A: Yes. A nation that possesses nuclear weapons can join the treaty, so long as it agrees to remove them from 
operational status immediately and destroy them in accordance with a legally binding, time-bound plan. It is also
required to eliminate its entire nuclear weapon programme, which includes nuclear materials, delivery systems 
and related facilities.

 

Q: Can a nation that “hosts” nuclear weapons join the treaty?

A: Yes. A nation that hosts another nation’s nuclear weapons on its territory can join the treaty, so long as it 
agrees to remove them by a specified deadline.

 

Q: Is it possible to remain in a military alliance with a nuclear-armed nation?

A: Yes. Nothing in the treaty prevents a nation from being in a military alliance with a nuclear-armed nation, so 
long as its participation in that alliance in no way involves giving support to nuclear weapons.

 



Q: Will the treaty help victims of the use and testing of nuclear weapons?

A: Yes. Nations must provide adequate assistance to all victims of the use and testing of nuclear weapons, 
including medical care, rehabilitation and psychological support. They must also provide for their social and 
economic inclusion. The preamble acknowledges the harm suffered as a result of the use and testing of nuclear 
weapons, including the disproportionate impact of nuclear weapon activities on indigenous peoples. It also 
recognizes the disproportionate impacts on women and girls.

 

Q: Will the treaty address environments contaminated by nuclear weapons?

A: Yes. Nations must take measures towards the remediation of environments contaminated as a result of 
activities related to the use and testing of nuclear weapons. The preamble recognizes the grave implications that 
nuclear weapons pose for the environment.

 

Q: Will nations meet regularly to discuss implementation of the treaty?

A: Yes. Once the treaty has entered into force, nations will meet regularly to discuss implementation and take 
any necessary decisions.

 

Q: Can the treaty ever be amended?

A: Yes. Any nation under the treaty may propose an amendment. This would then be put to a vote. To be 
adopted, two-thirds of the nations that have joined the treaty would need to vote in favour of it.

 

Q: What happens if a dispute arises?

A: If a dispute arises between two or more nations under the treaty, they must consult together with a view to 
settling the dispute by negotiation or by other peaceful means.

 

Q: Can a nation assert that certain parts of the treaty do not apply to it?

A: No. The treaty does not allow a nation to make “reservations”. This means that a nation cannot join the treaty 
and assert that certain provisions of it do not apply to it.

 

Q: Does the treaty establish a secretariat?

A: No. However, nations could decide at a later stage to establish a secretariat to facilitate implementation of the 
treaty and promote its norms.

 



Q: Can any nation join the treaty?

A: Yes. Any nation can join the treaty, whether or not it is a member of the United Nations.

 

Q: Will the treaty exist indefinitely?

A: Yes. The treaty is permanent in nature.

 

Q: Can a nation withdraw from the treaty?

A: Yes. In exercising its sovereignty, a nation can withdraw from the treaty. It must provide 12 months’ notice. 
However, it cannot withdraw if it is involved in an armed conflict.

 

Q: When and where was the treaty negotiated?

A: The treaty was negotiated at the United Nations in New York from 27 to 31 March and 15 June to 7 July 
2017.

 

Q: When was the treaty adopted?

A: The treaty was adopted on 7 July 2017.

 

Q: Is the treaty available in languages other than English?

A: Yes. The treaty is available in all six official UN languages: Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and 
Spanish. Each version is an authentic legal text.

 

Q: Which nations supported the adoption of the treaty?

A: 122 nations – almost two-thirds of the total UN membership – voted in favor of adoption of the treaty on 7 
July 2017. Only the Netherlands voted against and only Singapore abstained from voting. Other nations did not 
participate - including all 9 countries known to possess nuclear weapons (Russia, USA, France, China, United 
Kingdom, Pakistan, India, Israel & N. Korea).  The actual vote on this treaty is tallied on the attached PDF file 
"UN-vote-tally_Treaty-to-Ban-Nuclear-Weapons_7July2017.pdf"

 

Q: Which nations participated in the negotiations?

A: One hundred and thirty-five (135) nations participated in the negotiations, according to official records 
(updated to include Chad, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Grenada, Sierra Leone and Timor-Leste). In addition, 



several nations participated informally. Their officials were never accredited, but they did attend parts of the 
negotiations, including the opening session on 27 March 2017. 

*From the web site for the International Campaign To Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICANW)

 

 

 

 


